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TO THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE © 


THE EARL oF SELKIRK, 
My Lord ABERDOUR, 


AND 
Ms. JAMES BURNETT Apvocarz, 
THE 
FOLLOWING ESSAY 
WrrTH THE GREATEST ESTEEM AND RESPECT, 
HuMBLY INSCRIBED BY 
THrzir MosT OBEDIENT, AND 


MosT DEVOTED SERVANT, 


Tur AUTHOR. 
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HAT luxury and effeminacy are (at leaſt in 

a great meaſure) the prevailing character of 
the age in which we live, A 
by every ingenuous, every unprejudiced. mind, who 
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inſeparable attendant. Pleaſure cannot be procured 
without a neceſſary ſupply of . j ganſequendy 
its deluded votaries muſt aſe every method to ac- 


quire it, as a mean far. obtainin g the gratification 


of their en 


Fon this pernicious defire of gain, marriage it- 


ſelf is become altogether mercenary. A man, in the 


choice of a companion for life, never alks what the - 
character of the lady is, but how much ſhe has. If 
her portion is equal to what he expects, he im- 
mediately makes his addreſſes, and they are married, 


* without the leaſt regard or affection for one another. N 
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wlc iti intentions of the Al. L- WI SE Ckkar OR, | 
n this amiable, holy and happieſt ſtateʒ 
are entirely fruſtrated; and the parties lead an in- 
ſpid, comfordlefs, and; too oft, a — vo 
<uslqqs 16. vdiiow goidiamodt Sone 
Wirn a view to expoſe the OY of this 
Prepailing, practice, f the author compoſed che follow- 
in 8 ſhort eſſay, founded on a remarkable ſtory of 
THEMISTOCLES, which will do honour to this great | 


man as long as his memory ſhall remain. 
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Tux author hopes, that his early years my plead 
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and produce ſomething worthy of applauſe. 
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days, when the Athenian tate 
2 learned excellence was great; a 4 
When diſtant ſpreadl her lofty fame, 8 | 
And all the world rever'd her tame; >. nuT 
- *Twas at that happy bliſsful time, | Y 
That Virtue flouriſtd in her primes 
Then Av' rice was eſteem'd diſpraiſe, „ 
As is Religion now-a- days; b e 66 ee el 
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Was ever laugh'd at, as a jeſt: eee 
0 "Xi found in fools at beſt : 

man” of honour, would incline; F-'Þ N tt OF; BS Bt 
To — ha was eee for A wine: / TIER EPI 
But, generous, diſdain'd to raiſe 
A fortune by diſhoneſt ways. 


THEN mutual lea, as well as. bands, 
Were join'd in Hynin's 801 bands: e 
Bleſt Matrimony was not made | 
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The glorious palm to none would nn. „ 
entre too, in politics deep ſxill d. 150 
The poſts of peace with honour Id; 
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His only hope, one daughter had,. 
With ew'ry grace, a lovely maid. | 


Hrn beauty blazing far and wide, 
Each Attic youth to gain her vied: 
But all in vain, her Sire denied. 110%; eee e 
At laſt, there came a noble fool, 4 a 
One who had ſcarcely been a b eee pk bud 
But, rolling in his gilded car, | 
The fineſt to be ſeen y ae OT 
And truſting to a great eſtate, | re I 
Proudly approach'd her father's Vigil 
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And fond to fee à glitt'ring (beau, of or os 
Eager, ſurround the good old man, 

And to expoſtlate thus begann. 
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"THEMISTOCLEs, for ono attend. 
And to your friends due audience lend; 


You know how much we have at heart, 
In ev'ry caſe to take ham part; 


This man, who wants to make 4 - | 


Tho' weak, you know, is very ricb, 


Therefore, pray now, take our advice 


And in punckilios ben' di ſo· nice. 
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So ſhamefully to /el/ my childs 
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Fon know, this maxim ſtill-fhall be 


A rule of life, a rule to me; 


No, friends, reply'd the rev'rend Sire, 
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A bleſſing to the human kind. 


No meaner views ſhould parents ſway, .. in, 
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Bur now, alas! in Albiow's climes, 
In theſe deger'rate ſordid tims 4 on 
Tis alter'd quite; —*tis not hᷣrigit eye, 
But money, money is the prize: + 
Now, O! diſgraceful to be int! ne hs 


Daughters and Wives are bought and ſold z 


And decent Nature's golden rules 
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Bur ſtay, my Muſe, ſtay and admire, 


Here ceaſe thy raſh ſatiric fire, 
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Dieſpiſing riches in their choice, 

Beauty, merit, crown their joys. 60 et e in 
Their virtuet ſhine with double light.. 
While aw' rice ſheds her baneful night. 
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